



Having just come out of an interview with the Washington Post, I must
admit, we truly live, work and play in a remarkable place!  I was more than
proud to point out to them all of the amazing places to Stay, Play & Dine
in OC! Remember to keep me in the loop whenever you have something
new to share as I'm often running my mouth!  

This week, I toured Worcester Technical High School's summer STATT
Camp. This used to be known as the STEM program, however, Worcester
County Economic Development & Tourism has re-aligned the program to
STATT (Skilled Trades, Agriculture, Tourism & Technology) to better reflect
what is needed in our community. This camp has become a model for the
use of the Rural MD Funds.  Culinary Instructor, Phillip Cropper's
enthusiasm for the industry continues to guide our youth - thank you
Phillip!  We look forward to continuing to be a part of the collaboration to
grow our own workforce.  

Happy August everyone!
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ACTIVE
Papi's Taco Joint
15th St & Coastal

www.papistacosoceancity.com





WELCOME
NEW MEMBERS

ALLIED
Shockley Sustainable

Solutions
www.shockleysustainables.com




Miles Partnership is a
strategic marketing
company focused

exclusively on travel and
tourism.  They provide

valuable insight into the
mind of the traveler.

Recently, I watched their
webinar, "State of the

American Traveler, Tech
Edition" where I gleaned

lots of useful info. A
couple key takeaways:
inflation is impacting

travel - shorter road trips
& value focus deals - so
make sure you adjust

your marketing!



For the entire
presentation: 

click here

https://www.papistacoshampden.com/ocean-city
http://www.shockleysustainables.com/
http://www.shockleysustainables.com/
http://www.shockleysustainables.com/
http://www.shockleysustainables.com/
https://ocvisitor.com/media/files/newsletters/2022_State%20of%20American%20Traveler%20Miles%20Partnership%20TechEdition.pdf


Hospitality Highlights
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Last Call - SUMMER SOIREE



The MD Tourism Coalition
(MTC) Summer Soiree is being

held on August 17th during
MACO at the Residence Inn.
Here is the link for more info
and to register:  Soiree Link






Welcome Back to OC!



2014 was the last year that OC
hosted the MD Travel &

Tourism Summit and we are
super excited that Ocean City is

once again hosting this
gathering of statewide tourism

professionals.  The MTTS is
slated for Monday, November

14 through Wednesday,
November 16 and will be held

at the OC Fontainebleau Resort.  
A memorable part of the event

is always the Welcome
Reception.  This year, we are

planning a "Taste of OC"
themed evening in Seacrets

Morley Hall.  An integral part of
the evening will be the food!
Our goal is to feature area

restaurants and their
specialties.  If you are

interested in showcasing your
restaurant, please let Susan

know - 410.289.6733 or
susanjones@ocvisitor.com. 



For more info on the MTTS, go

to this link:
MDTourism.org 
















The Ocean City Fontainebleau Resort has welcomed new
General Manager, Johann Runarsson. Welcome Johann! Congrats
to Sal & Whitney Fasano of LaQuinta Inn & Suites on the birth
of their new son!   Allied Member, Booking.com has a new OC rep,
welcome Paula Higa! 

Our sincere condolences to the family of Lorenda Birch, who passed
recently.  Mrs. Birch was the former owner of the Rideau Motor Inn.
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Goodbye Sun & Surf Cinema

Fox Theatres announced today that Sun & Surf Cinema will soon close
after fifty years of business. The final day of operations will be Labor Day,
Monday, September 5, 2022. Fox Theatres will continue to operate
the Fox Gold Coast Theater located next to the Gold Coast Mall at 11301
Coastal Highway, also in Ocean City, Maryland. Gift cards and passes
from Sun & Surf will be honored at Fox Gold Coast.



OC Museum Society Photo Contest



Who Should Enter: The contest is open to all novice and professional
photographers (18 and over)
Categories: Ocean City/Assateague Bay Sunsets; Ocean City Boardwalk
Ocean City Beach Prizes: Each category winner will be awarded $250.00,
and the grand prize winner will take home a grand total of $500.00 in
prize money. 
People's Choice: Anyone can vote on any of the photo entries, which can
be viewed on our GoGo Photo Contest page. Votes are $1 each and you
can vote as many times as you want!  The winner of the People's Choice
will receive a gift basket of museum merchandise valued at $100.00. 

How To Enter: www.gogophotocontest.com/oceancitymuseumsociety



Fisher Architecture Renovates Fenwick Inn



Fisher Architecture is crossing the finish line on a full architectural and
interior redesign of the Fenwick Inn at 13801 Coastal Highway in Ocean
City, Maryland. Blue Water Development owner, Jack Burbage, hired
Fisher to design new floor to ceiling finishes to common spaces, guest
floors and employee areas and convert the 8th floor of the hotel from a
rooftop restaurant into ten suites with full kitchens and dining areas
and the addition of large outdoor terraces on two of the units. 

For more and to see pics: click here

Member Mentions 

https://mdtourism.org/summer-soiree/
https://mdtourism.org/summer-soiree/
https://mdtourism.org/maryland-tourism-travel-summit/
https://mdtourism.org/maryland-tourism-travel-summit/
https://www.gogophotocontest.com/oceancitymuseumsociety
https://fisherarchitecture.com/portfolio/fenwick-inn/


 Make plans to be in the 2023 Keycard Holder!



 This 24-page 4x6 holder is given complimentary to
hotels to put plastic keys in for their guests. 300,000

copies were printed this year.  If you are a
restaurant, attraction, or want to reach hotel guests,

be sure to make plans to advertise in this highly
effective guide while supporting the OCHMRA!



Call us at 410.289.6733 to reserve your 2023 space!

Fall Restaurant Week
OCHMRA is not planning a

Fall Restaurant Week -
however, RAM has

announced they will once
again have a statewide

Restaurant Week -
MD RW is slated for 
 September 16-25.

 More Info click here:
MD RW SITE

Employee Retention Credit
It's not too late!

Learn more about changes to
the program by visiting the

IRS Employee Retention
Credit 2020 vs 2021
Comparison Chart.

IRS - click here
NRA Podcast - click here

Business Briefs 
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Tips for the Trade
 Industry Ideas

Maryland Saves 
Passed by the Maryland Legislature in May 2016, a new program,
coined Maryland Small Business Retirement Savings Program and
Trust will launch in September;  MarylandSaves is a state-sponsored
program designed to make it as easy as possible for businesses to
offer their employees a voluntary, automatic, low-cost, portable
retirement and emergency savings plan. Under Maryland law,
established businesses that use an automatic payroll system are
required either to offer a retirement plan or to sign their employees
up for the MarylandSaves program. Businesses that do so will receive
$300 per year via a waiver of the Maryland business annual filing fee.
Employers will have no payment obligations, have no federal
reporting requirements, and will pay nothing to MarylandSaves for
the service.   Employee participation is completely voluntary. 

You may want to familiarize yourself with the program. Allied
Member, Todd "Freddie" Wolters with Payroll Network has shared a
flyer that may help.  See pages 4 & 5 for more info or check out:
MarylandSaves.org 



AHLA State of the Industry - Mid Year Report

Even though we are more than half-way through 2022, the complete
picture of the summer season remains to be seen.  We were certainly
spoiled in 2020 with stimulus spending and many members reported
record numbers in 2021 which was somewhat attributable to no one
cruising and limited flight travel. The American Hotel & Lodging
Association just came out with their mid-year report, check it out at
this link: AHLA Report 

National Restaurant Association 2022 Report Available
Like restaurants all across the nation, we've seen our members
scaling back menus and shifting operations to create more efficient
business models. This was a natural shift as restaurants operate on
razor thin margins. See what the NRA has to say about sales,
operations, food & menus and workforce at this link: NRA Report




https://www.marylandrestaurants.com/md-restaurant-week.html
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/employee-retention-credit-2020-vs-2021-comparison-chart
https://restaurant.org/education-and-resources/podcasts/order-up/employee-retention-tax-credit/
https://www.marylandsaves.org/
https://www.marylandsaves.org/
https://ocvisitor.com/media/files/newsletters/AHLA%20Midyear%20SOTI%20Report%202022.pdf
https://ocvisitor.com/media/files/newsletters/Restaurant%20Industry2022-summary.jpg
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Community Connections  
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ATTN: Restaurants &

Attractions -- reach

guests directly -

advertise in the OC

Keycard Holder!

Call Susan to reserve a

spot for 2023!

410.289.6733






